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Helping Building Departments Enter 
the Digital Age 

ÅPart I  -  Recovery & Beyond ς R. Wible 

     - The Streamlining Imperative 

     - IT & Building Departments  

     - Taking the Steps & Available Resources 

ÅPart II ς Helping Move from Paper to Digits ς T. 
Myers & D Fondacaro 

    -  Introduction & Survey 

    -  What it takes to move from paper to digits 

    -  Needs assessment sessions with jurisdictions 



-  Recovery & Beyond ς A Look At 
Trends and Tools to Improve Building 
Department Effectiveness & Efficiency  

Å! ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘǊŜŀƳƭƛƴƛƴƎ LƳǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜέ - 
trends and forces impacting state and local 
government   
 
ÅIT Tools that Increase Effectiveness & 

Efficiency 
  
ÅTaking the Steps to Asses Needs & Apply IT   

 
 
 

 



Alliance for Building Regulatory 
Reform in the Digital Age 

ÅA Public/Private  Partnership of Associations & Government 
Agencies ς Summer of 2001 
ïb!/ƻΣ aŀȅƻǊǎΣ bD!Σ b!{/LhΣ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ I¦5Σ 5h9Σ bL{¢Χ 

ïCL!¢9/IΣ !L!Σ b!I.Σ!D/Σ.ha!Σ ΧΦ 

ïWisconsin; Los Angeles; Fairfax County, VA ; Salem, OR, etc.. 

Å{ƘŀǊŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƎƻǾΩǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ϧ 
efficiency 

ÅProvide streamlining resources that, when adopted increase 
building department  effectiveness and efficiency and reduce 
regulatory process times by 60% 



Forces Impacting Construction, Elected 
Officials and  Regulation  

6 CHALLENGING FORCES ς 1990s to Present ς 
IŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǎǘƻǊƳΧΦ 

Å Economic 
ïchanging role in global economy & struggle out of severe recession 

Å Reduced Resources  
ïdemands for downsizing and increased efficiency in govt. 

Å Public Safety 
ïgreater demand from natural disasters and terrorism 

Å Demographic 
ïaging population & immigration 

Å Environmental 
ïenergy costs, resource depletion & global warming 

Å Technological 
ï rapid changes & new technologies   

 



Construction Industry Response to 
these Forces? 

 



Construction Industry Response 

ÅInitial Response to Overwhelming Economic 
Forces Caused by Recession: 

   -  Retrench by cancelling or postponing projects or 
build elsewhere 

   -  Home Builders - Dump land & look at renovation  
& higher densities for future building  

   -  [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ άǎƘƻǾŜƭ ǊŜŀŘȅέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 
for economic stimulus packages  - State/Fed 

  -  Look for partners to promote greater efficiency 

 



Construction Industry Response 

ÅBuild Safer, Faster, Better & Less Cost by: 

   - Building Green  & Sustainable 

   - Building more efficiently - use IT & Other 
Technologies to reduce waste: 
ïBIMs (Building Information Modeling) for whole 

building life cycle -  construction thru O & M, 
renovation & demolition.     

ïSupply chains are integrated into Virtual Building 
design and construction systems 

ïSupport IT for  less time in regulatory system 

 



DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ Κ 
 


