ATTACHMENT A

THE ALLIANCE FOR BUILDING REGULATORY REFORM IN THE
DIGITAL AGE
www.natlpartnerstreamline.org
OPPORTUNITY FOR JURISDICTIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN INTEROPERABLE DATA EXCHANGE TO PROMOTE ENERGY CONSERVATION COMPLIANCE - FEDERAL PROJECT DEMONSTRATES INITIAL INTEROPERABILITY FOR RESCHECK/COMCHECK TOOLS 

September 5, 2007,   Reston, VA -   The Alliance for Building Regulatory Reform and its Information Technology Industry Advisory Committee under contract with the U.S. Department of Energy are seeking six local jurisdictions to participate in the further demonstration of interoperability of data exchange between building department databases and the DOE REScheck and COMcheck plan submission and review tools.

In the fall of 2006, the Alliance successfully demonstrated the completion of the first of three levels of interoperability to provide building designers and state and local building officials with interoperable data exchange tools to enhance compliance with model energy codes.  Funded by the U.S. Department of  Energy, Alliance and its the Information Technology Industry Advisory Committee on November 3, 2006 gave a live on-line demonstration of a process that allows architects, builders and engineers to electronically submit their energy code reports to the building department for approval and comment.   
DOE has recently authorized funding to build upon last year’s work and demonstrate second and third level interoperability.

Second and third level interoperability involve: 

Level 2: The ability to read the XML generated by the DOE tools, and provide an inspection capability to display and capture results from the check list section in the XML.  The results would be recorded as inspection items indicating pass or fail in the recordkeeping system.  These results would be available as inspection history.

Level 3: The ability to send check list results back to the DOE for national reporting and statistical analysis as a report or a web service call. 

 A flash demonstration of the just completed Level 1 interoperability can be viewed by going to the ITIA website at www.ITIAS.com.  A direct link to the demonstration is:  http://www.itias.com/download.asp  and then click on “Level 1 Demonstration.”
Alliance/ITIA/DOE project’s objective is the development of a webservices interface between DOE’s RESCheck and COMcheck energy conservation tools that will enable data in REScheck and COMcheck energy conservation design software to migrate into the database of the building department facilitating field inspections for energy conservation code compliance.  The REScheck and COMcheck tools are used in jurisdictions to document energy design compliance for residential and commercial structures in 36 states.
This multi-year project builds upon work conducted by the ITIA Committee in 2005 which demonstrated that software used in the building permit issuing process could be made interoperable if it were compatible with the Alliance’s Building Regulatory System Standard.   

Participating on the ITIA Committee are representatives from 12 information technology vendors, officials from DOE and Pacific Northwest National Laboratories, and building officials from Denver, CO and Nashua, NH who are served as test sites in 2006 for the product.   ITIA members from Selectron, Computronix, Accela and MobileHWY designed the successful Level 1 interoperability demonstration.
The Alliance is currently seeking six additional jurisdictions to join Denver, CO and Nashua, NH in the subsequent effort to develop XML and other materials for and successfully demonstrate second and third level interoperability with their building department’s codes administration and enforcement systems. 

Jurisdictions wishing more information on how to participate in such a demonstration should contact Alliance director, Robert Wible at 703-568-2323, or by email at rcwible@comcast.net.

More information on the ITIA Committee, the Alliance for Building Regulatory Reform in the Digital Age also can be obtained from visiting the ITIA and Alliance websites at:   www.iaits.com and www.natlpartnerstreamline.org
The Alliance was formed in the summer of 2001 to promote improvements in the effectiveness and efficiency of the building regulatory process through streamlining and use of information technology.   Partners in the public/private sector Alliance include:  American Institute of Architects, National Association of Home Builders, U.S. Conference of Mayors, National Association of Counties and National Governors Association.

Secretariat services are provided to ITIA by its Chairman, Paul Watkins, (title) Alliance by Robert Wible, President, Robert Wible & Associates, rcwible@comcast.net. 
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