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Public / Private Sector Adopt Actions to Strengthen Public Safety, Economic Competitiveness and Disaster Resiliency Through Streamlining 
Washington, D.C., February 26, 2007.    A “tool kit” to help state and local governments improve the effectiveness and efficiency of their building codes and planning administrative and enforcement processes was called for by attendees at a national conference in response to the need for greater public safety, economic competitiveness and disasters resiliency in the nation.   
The “streamlining tool kit,” and other work projects were called for by attendees at a February 15-16, National Streamlining Conference held at the National Association of Home Builders headquarters in Washington, D.C.   Attended by a cross-section of representatives from the state and local building regulatory community; associations representing the construction, real estate, insurance industries; model code organizations, the planning community and information technology firms, the program drew upon lessons learned from Hurricane Katrina and described the need for, progress being made and future actions to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of the nation’s building regulatory and planning and land use processes.
Organized by the public – private sector partners of the Alliance for Building Regulatory Reform in the Digital Age, the mid-February program described the billion dollars of unnecessary costs to the nation from ineffective and inefficient building and planning regulatory processes and documented the savings by both the public and private sector through regulatory streamlining and effective uses of information technology.  Among the savings described in the program are:  
the state of Oregon’s projected $1.5 million of annual savings to the construction industry, consumers and local government from a statewide e-permitting system;
the City of Los Angeles reduction by 40-60% the amount of time it takes to process building permits and schedule and conduct inspections;
Louisville/Jefferson County, Kentucky’s 50% reduction in permit application times, 75% reduction in licensing application times and 50% reduction in inspection times; 
Orange County, Florida’s reduction of application and review times by 50% for affordable housing under their “Affordable Housing Expedited Review Process.”

Attendees also shared information on savings that are being achieved through the use of a number of the Alliance’s existing streamlining materials, including “Model Procurement Guidelines,” a HUD funded “Guide to More Effective and Efficient Building Regulatory Processes Through Information Technology,” and model streamlining enabling legislation.

Other national initiatives to reduce the cost of construction including the Building Information Modeling (BIM) BuildSMART program and the International Code Council’s SMARTCode electronic plans review software project were reviewed. 

The program closed with a work session, “What Can We Accomplish Over the Next 6 – 12 Months to Make Your Work/Lives Better?”  that considered a revised Vision/Mission Statement for the Alliance and developed a list of future work products.  Among those products are: 

   1.   a Streamlining Tool Kit that contains one page briefs on various aspects of: the need for and benefits of streamlining including return on investment & cost savings; existing streamlining tools (model procurement requirements, the HUD Guide, Elected Officials Guide; information on model enabling legislation and best practices.  

   2.   a “Guide for State and Local Governments on How to Negotiate and Work With Large Companies Interested in Building in Your Jurisdiction.”

   3.  a “National Model Plan Review document for Replicable Buildings.”

   4.   a “Model Streamlining Road Map for State and Local Governments”

The session adopted as the focus for the above work products and as the Vision for the Alliance:   “The Alliance will provide information and materials that help state and local governments enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of their building regulatory and planning processes to enable them to take actions to strengthen: public safety, economic competitiveness and disaster resiliency.”

Attendees committed to work together to produce and distribute a number of these work products.  The final selection of the above products for the Alliance will be made by the Streamlining Steering Committee in early March, 2007.  

In mid-March, the project list and description on how interested organizations, companies and state and local governments can participate in the development and distribution of these materials will be posted along with Conference speaker presentations to the Alliance’s website: www.natlpartnerstreamline.org.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE ALLIANCE/NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP CONTACT:  Alliance Secretary, Robert Wible at:  703-568-2323, rcwible@comcast.com or visit the Alliance website. 
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