ALLIANCE FOR BUILDING REGULATORY REFORM IN THE DIGITAL AGE
NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP TO STREAMLINE GOVERNMENT

Robert Wible & Associates
10702 Midsummer Drive, Reston, VA 20191
NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release




Contact:  Robert C. Wible









    
(703) 568-2323
California Governments Successfully Demonstrate Ability to Speed Safety Assessment Reports through Interoperable Mobile Inspection Technologies 
Glendale, CA – September 4, 2008.  The State of California, together with a project team of national consultants on regulatory streamlining, four local building departments in the Los Angeles Basin, and several software vendors, have successfully demonstrated the ability of diverse remote field inspection hardware and software to gather and share safety assessment data to a single database. 
The successful pilot demonstration was conducted on Wednesday, August 27.  It has opened the way to strengthen mutual aid programs within the state by making it possible for jurisdictions with mobile inspection technologies to more rapidly and efficiently conduct safety and damage assessments after a major man-made or natural disaster. The four jurisdictions participating in the demonstration were the cities of Glendale, Gardena, San Dimas, and Santa Clarita. These four were selected from fifteen L.A. Basin jurisdictions that currently use remote field inspection technology. Selection criteria involved jurisdiction size and use of diverse software and hardware. Participating software vendors included Selectron Technologies, Accela Corporation, and CRW. 
Funded under a grant from the State of California Office of Emergency Services and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, the pilot demonstration successfully showed the ability of these four jurisdictions to pool their existing resources and use their diverse software and the hardware (laptop computers, smart phones, etc.) to talk to each other and share data to speed disaster response and recovery. Further demonstrations are planned designed to facilitate the expansion of such a system throughout the L.A. Basin and later throughout the state, a significant benefit to the citizens and business community of California and other states.  

A large scale natural or man-made disaster in California would place major demands upon the ability of governments and their building code agencies throughout the affected region to respond to and later recover from that event. On May 1 the State of California Office of Emergency Services, in conjunction with the Office of Homeland Security, the Alliance for Building Regulatory Reform in the Digital Age, and building officials in the Los Angeles Basin region, initiated a demonstration project to help jurisdictions address the need to rapidly conduct safety assessments by using existing mobile field inspection hardware and software. The project demonstrates the ability to eliminate the countless person hours of labor currently needed to transpose by hand safety assessment report data onto appropriate federal disaster forms.

In recent years, many jurisdictions throughout California have acquired a diverse array of hardware and software technologies to assist building departments in doing safety and damage assessments, field inspections, and issuing building permits. An additional and expanded demonstration of such interoperability will be conducted during the November 13-18 Golden Guardian exercise which simulates a 7.8 earthquake along the San Andreas Fault in Southern California. 

PROJECT ORIGIN

Based upon lessons being learned from Hurricane Katrina, in the summer of 2006, Robert Wible, Director of the Alliance for Building Regulatory Reform in the Digital Age, and Paul Watkins, Chair of the Alliance’s Information Technology Industry Advisory Committee, brought the interoperability problem to the attention of building officials in the Los Angeles Basin and to Matthew Bettenhausen, Director of California’s Office of Homeland Security. In subsequent discussions with L.A. area building departments and the state, the outline of this project was developed building upon streamlining and interoperability work recently performed by the Alliance. 

In the summer of 2007, the State of California submitted to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security a grant proposal to undertake this project. That proposal was funded and in May 2008, Robert Wible and Associates, Paul Watkins, and the Administrative and Inspections Committees of the L.A. Basin Chapter of the International Code Council began work on the Project to Demonstrate Regional Interoperability of Mobile Damage Assessment and Inspection Technologies in the Los Angeles Basin. 

This L.A. Basin project involved a survey of jurisdictions to ascertain their current use of information technology (I.T.) and the preparation of a report on the feasibility of applying minor modifications to existing software to link diverse remote field inspection technologies to enable them to exchange data with each other on the findings from safety assessments required on all buildings within affected communities. The survey and feasibility study were completed in late June.
In July four jurisdictions within the L. A. Basin region—Glendale, Gardena, San Dimas, and Santa Clarita—were selected to conduct a proof of concept demonstration of such data interoperability.  Preparations for the demonstration were completed on August 25-26 and the pilot was conducted all day on August 27. 
During that demonstration, building officials used seven different types of hardware and four different software systems to successfully download inspection addresses, conduct and transmit damage assessment results. Among recommendations from the pilot are:
· Jurisdictions that use mobile field inspection technology should conduct at least two damage assessment drills each year.

· During the November Golden Guardian exercise, an expanded interoperability demonstration should be conducted using an even wider range of diverse hardware and software.

· The State of California should share the successful outcome of the pilot demonstration with local elected officials across the state. 
A final report on the project with recommendations to state and local jurisdictions regarding the full development of regional and statewide interoperability will be issued in early October. Based upon the outcome of the August 27 demonstration, the California Office of Emergency Services is working with the project partners to conduct an expanded demonstration of interoperability in Southern California during the November 13-18, 2008, Golden Guardian exercise. Jurisdictions participating in the Golden Guardian exercise that are using remote field inspection technology that are interested in participating in this expanded interoperability demonstration should contact either Nancy Sutton, Senior Hazardous Materials Specialist, at the California Office of Emergency Services, (916) 845-8276, or Robert Wible, Project Leader, at (703) 568-2323.

PROJECT SCOPE

Conducted over a six month period, the L.A. Basin Project developed and has demonstrated a process for interoperability of information technology used to do safety assessment in the field after a catastrophic event. The project developed protocols for the linking of disparate hardware and software systems used by local building officials to develop an interoperable network to gather and disseminate safety and damage assessment and other field inspection data in the wake of a major natural or human-caused disaster. The process supports mutual aid among local building and code inspection personnel to:

· perform immediate safety assessments of critical infrastructure;
· conduct general safety assessments of the structural integrity, safety and re-occupancy of governmental, residential, and commercial structures;
· authorize reconnection of utilities after damage repairs have been made; and

· provide rapid issuance of building permits and conduct inspections as the community recovers from the disaster.

PARTICIPANTS

Under the direction of the California Office of Emergency Services, participants in this project includes  building departments in county and local jurisdictions in the Los Angeles Basin region, the Administrative and Inspection Committees of the L.A. Basin Chapter of the International Code Council, and the National Partnership to Streamline Government/Alliance for Building Regulatory Reform in the Digital Age under the direction of Robert Wible, Principal of Robert Wible & Associates, and its Information Technology Industry Advisory Committee.

Leading the demonstration for the four participating jurisdictions were:
City of Glendale – Neville Pereira, P.E., Information Services Project Manager & Lonnie Brown, Building Inspections
City of Gardena – Ed Jafari, P.E., Building Official, Community Development Department
City of San Dimas – Eric Beilstein, C.B.O., Superintendent of Building and Safety
City of Santa Clarita – Ruben Barrera, Building Official & William Read, Assistant Building Official
In addition to these officials, local inspectors participating in the pilot demonstration included Robert McColum in Gardena and John Robinson, Terry Boyle and Charles Strong in Santa Clarita. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:  Robert C. Wible, Project Director, at rcwible@comcast.net or (703) 568-2323.  Also visit the Alliance/National Partnership website at:  www.natlpartnerstreamline.org . 
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