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ALLIANCE FOR BUILDING REGULATORY REFORM IN THE DIGITAL AGE

/ NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP TO STREAMLINE GOVERNMENT

www.natlpartnerstreamline.org
NATIONAL STREAMLINING EFFORT ISSUES CALL FOR FUNDING ASSISTANCE TO PRODUCE & DISTRIBUTE

MATERIALS TO HELP JURISDICTIONS  INCREASE PUBLIC SAFETY, ECONOMIC COMPETITIVENESS AND DISASTER RESILIENCE 
March 28, 2007, Washington, D.C. – The Alliance for Building Regulatory Reform in the Digital Age, a public – private partnership, today issued a call for national associations, governmental agencies, private sector businesses and firms in the construction and information technology industries to assist in funding the development of a series of products and materials to enable state and local governments to increase public safety, economic competitiveness and disaster resiliency.  The tools are targeted at helping jurisdictions streamline their building codes and planning administrative and enforcement processes.
Among the materials for which funding is being sought are:

      - Streamlining Tool Kit containing one page summaries and links to access a wide range of streamlining tools and materials that have been successfully applied in jurisdictions across the United States.  

       - “Streamlining Roadmap for Communities,” to use to guide them through the steps needed to improve the effectiveness & efficiency of regulatory oversight.
      - “Guide for Jurisdictions to Negotiate with Large Clients/Companies 
interested in Building in Your Jurisdiction,” helping communities and 
industry work out the best arrangements for successful development. 

      - “National Model Plan Review Document for Replicable Buildings.”

Previously developed and adopted Alliance materials have already helped state and local governments:

  -  Reduce by 40% the amount of time it takes to move a construction project through the regulatory system reducing the cost of construction.

  -  Increased the uniformity, effectiveness and efficiency of building codes that are adopted and enforced strengthening buildings’ resistance to future damage from wind storms, earthquakes, floods and fires.
  -  Sped disaster response and recovery through effective applications of information technology including damage assessment and field inspection tools that enable other jurisdictions to provide assistance. 
A paper, “A Request for Your Support” detailing the new streamlining materials, their target audiences, cost and the timing of their development can be read and downloaded from the Alliance’s website:  www.natlpartnerstreamline.org.   

The proposed streamlining materials will be funded and developed in several stages.  A first version of the Streamlining Tool Kit will be developed and released by late May, to take advantage of its distribution at the spring/summer meetings of target audience groups.  A second group of materials will be ready for distribution in August and a third and final group will be produced and released between September, 2007 and February, 2008.     

The above list of new streamlining materials were generated by representatives from state and local government, construction and information technology firms, and associations representing segments of the construction, building owners, and insurance industry who participated February 15-16, 2007 in the National Streamlining Conference held in Washington, D.C. 
Attendees identified, and called for the funding, and distribution of a series of products over the next 2 - 12 months that enable more jurisdictions and the public and private sector to achieve the above streamlining benefits in their building regulatory processes   (annual savings from e-permitting alone will save the nation over $15 billion).
The Alliance invites you and your company, agency or association to visit the Alliance’s website, www.natlpartnerstreamline.org for a more detailed report on the tools that are being developed and for more information on the benefits of streamlining.  The website also provides access to existing streamlining materials and information on how to join the members of the Alliance for Building Regulatory Reform in the Digital Age in providing funding support for the development and distribution of new streamlining products.  

Associations, agencies, companies and others interested in supporting their development, funding and/or distribution should contact the Alliance’s Secretary, Robert Wible at rcwible@comcast.net or at 703-568-2323.
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